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great trust and worth 3,OOOZ. per annum. My Lord Halifax told me, before this was published, that Dauby was clown in the mouth, and would now let his neighbours be quiet about him ; and for his own part, as they yet stood seemingly fair, he would give him no just occasion of difference.
The King being thus made, the next business was to get a Parliament, especially such a one as would confirm what the convention had done ; and because a new choice of members might prove hazardous in that respect, or as it was pretended, might lose time, when the settlement of the nation required haste, they agreed, after great disputes as to the legality of it amongst the lawyers, and long debates in both Houses, to convert this convention into a Parliament. This they'did by framing a bill to that purpose in the House of Lords, first passing it there, then in the House of Commons, and at the last getting the royal assent to it, which was easily compassed upon the 2 3rd of February.
A Parliament being thus obtained, though after a very extraordinary manner, they first proceeded to prepare several bills, one for comprehension, another for the toleration of Protestant dissenters. This was first moved by my Lord Nottingham in the House of Lords and seconded by some of the bishops (more out of fear than love); another for raising forty-two thousand pounds by a tax upon land.
February 28. My lord of Arran, son to the Duke of Hamilton—who had been set upon in Leicester fields a little before by eight ruffians, and who had moved, in a meeting of the Scotch nobility in London, to call back King James—was committed to the Tower ; and many of that nobility that were going to the convention in Scotland (appointed to meet the 24th of March) were stopped. The same day I dined with the Earl of Danby, who treated me with more intimacy and freedom than I expected.